                               VILLAGE OF LA FARGE 
   	            Public Budget Hearing and Special Board Meeting
                  Monday, December 1, 2025
   				           
1). President Aaron Nemec called the Public Budget Hearing of the La Farge Village Board to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Emergency Services building.          

Roll Call - Present at the meeting:
All Board Members: Terry Jensen, Karen Leis, Barbara Melvin, Dave Fish, Jill Stoltz, Cathy St. John, and Aaron Nemec.       
Also present: News reporter Lonnie Muller, Public Works Manager Wayne Haugrud, Utility Clerk Greg Lawton, and Clerk Kimberly Walker.   
   
2). Verification was given of meeting posting at the Bank, Post Office, and Village Office on 11-26-2025 and of publishing in the La Farge Episcope in the 11-11-2025 edition.   
      
3). Public Hearing open on the proposed 2026 budget. The board waited for ten minutes. No one from the public showed to oppose the proposed budget figures.  
      
4). At 6:10 p.m., Jensen moved, Leis seconded to close the public hearing and go into a special village board meeting. (Carried). Melvin moved, St. John seconded to adopt the proposed 2026 village budget. (Carried). 
  
5). Karen reported on the Planning Commission meeting held regarding a zoning request from Jean Grade. Jean planned to be present but gave Wayne a call that something came up at the last minute. She wants to put in a shed (on skids) on part of her property to do spaying and neutering of small animals and veterinary care. The commission discussed signage and the keeping of drugs/medical items with her and after discussion, didn’t see a problem with this. Fish moved, Stoltz seconded to approve the zoning change from residential to commercial. (Carried).       
 
6). Wayne gave an update on the OCI grant submitted by the Vernon County Energy District. We were approved for $124,590 for energy audits and building upgrades, and $25,000 for renewable resource planning. In the Village/Utility office building, this is for insulation, new windows in the back of the building, and a new furnace in the upstairs apartment. It doesn’t cover siding over the insulation, so we will have to pay for that. And at the community center, new heat pumps. We will also need to do some work at our expense, filling in a hole where an old tank was located by the air conditioning. This grant needs to be completed in 2026. The previous energy grant, for $54,200 for new doors and energy upgrades in the community center and office building, only cost us $2,000. All agreed this is a good project. 

7). Jensen moved, Leis seconded to adjourn. (Carried). Adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 
                                       Kimberly Walker, Village Clerk/Treasurer		
