  

                                  VILLAGE OF LA FARGE
                Regular Board Meeting         Monday, October 13, 2025
 			 	                                    
1). Village President Pro-Tem Karen Leis called the regular meeting of the La Farge Village Board to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Emergency Services building, at 201 S. Cherry Street.
      
Roll Call - Present at the meeting:
Board members: Terry Jensen, Jill Stoltz, Dave Fish, Cathy St. John, Barbara Melvin, and Karen Leis. Absent was Aaron Nemec.                   
Also: News reporters Lonnie Muller and Bonnie Sherman, Utility Clerk Greg Lawton, Police Chief Steve Palmer, Nikki Hysel, and Clerk Kimberly Walker.     
             
2). Verification was given of meeting publishing in the La Farge Episcope, and of posting at the Farmers State Bank, La Farge Post Office, and Village Office on Thursday, October 9, 2025.      
                 
3). Melvin moved, Jensen seconded to approve the previous meetings minutes: (9-8-2025/Regular Village Board meeting and 10-1-2025/Medical committee meeting). (Carried).    
   
4). Correspondence: Dairyland Power awarded us $1,200 from their cost-sharing program, for sign updates at the Village office and Village Park, and a new sign in Bean Park. Total project estimate is $2,500.      
    
5). Public Comment: None.  
 
6). Utility business: Greg reported the backup generator for the substation has been installed. We will be receiving a $10,000 grant from Vernon County to apply towards this project.      

7). Old Business: From last month, the board agreed to publish a class 3 notice on the discontinuance of a portion of roadway along One Organic Way, relating to land that was sold to James and Crystal Hanson. Hearing no opposition, the board will act on a resolution for this tonight. Jensen moved, St. John seconded to approve “A resolution to discontinue portions of outlot 1 (Lots 2 and 3) dedicated for roadway purposes in the Village of La Farge, Vernon County, Wisconsin”. (Carried).     
  
8). Nikki Hysel was present on concerns about hoarding and infestation issues with her neighbor at the Frontier Property Management trailer park. She rents from Reggie Nelson, at 543 E. School Street. Earlier this summer, her neighbor had food and set it down in her car. Cockroaches flew out of it. She had to quarantine her car, and this was the start of it. In August, she started seeing them on her trash can, near her home. She’s been sealing cracks, spraying chemicals outside, and consulting with an exterminator. She reached out to Frontier via email and let the village office know for Chief Palmer. He sent them an email, and they let him know to have the neighbor take care of it, but he really hasn’t done anything. 4 out of the 8 homes in the park have seen them. She doesn’t know if the board can do anything. Frontier said they are doing what is responsible on their end. Nikki recently filed a complaint with the Vernon County Health Department. She’s not sure what they’re doing. She’s tired of dealing with it. The board wasn’t sure what we could do, as Frontier owns the property the trailers are on. Greg and Kim will look at the ordinances and talk to our Attorney. Nikki left a 3-page overview of the situation.        
   
9). The Wisconsin Emergency Management contacted the Village to change some wording in the recorded deeds of 6 properties along Snow Street (that were bought out with FEMA funds from the flooding). Actions are needed for the FEMA Model Deed Restrictions recorded for each property, that were found when working through the closeout process. Our Attorney has been contacted, and she advises the board to “approve the imposition of new deed restrictions and direct the clerk and attorney to follow through with changes to deed restrictions that have been requested by FEMA and direct us to follow through with necessary recording of the same”. Jensen moved, Melvin seconded to have the Attorney take care of the revisions (as advised above). (Carried).     
  






10). Halloween Trick or Treating hours in the Village will be from 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. on Friday, October 31st.   

11). Melvin moved, Fish seconded to approve the ad in the Driftless Wisconsin Map. (Carried). The cost is $446.00, less 10% if paid by 10-15-25, so $401.40. LAPA donates $100 toward it, so our cost is $301.40.

12). Jensen moved, Fish seconded to approve an operator license for Nakeeshia Lawrence. (Carried). She completed the Seller Server class on 9-24-2025.    

13). Police Chief Steve Palmer gave his monthly report.
**Steve completed the basic SWAT training conducted by the La Crosse County Emergency Response Team on September 12th.  
**The vent hood was received for drug testing and is awaiting installation. This was paid from a DOJ grant.  
**The old and new squad cars are at Belco in Portage, getting outfitted. Getting some of the old equipment moved to the new one. May need to borrow the sheriffs’ squad in the interim, but it should be done soon. 
**Had a successful abatement operation that was done on South State Street last month. This is the second of two major abatements this calendar year.   
 
14). Committee Reports and Updates:   
**Clinic: Dave reported at the clinic meeting, new flooring for the old dental area and former waiting room was discussed. They are recommending going with Seland’s Karpetland for $11,041.16, to replace the carpet with vinyl. Jensen moved, Melvin seconded to go with Seland’s. (Carried). Dave also reviewed the other items of business discussed at the meeting, including a new business sign out front and a possible name change for the building. 
**Library: Barb said the library board is having their budget meeting tomorrow night.    

15). Melvin moved, Fish seconded to approve payment of the bills. (Carried). 
            
16). Jensen moved, St. John seconded to adjourn. (Carried). Adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
     
							  Kimberly Walker, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
