
  

                                  VILLAGE OF LA FARGE
                Regular Board Meeting         Monday, November 10, 2025
 			 	                                    
1). Village President Aaron Nemec called the regular meeting of the La Farge Village Board to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Emergency Services building, at 201 S. Cherry Street.
       
Roll Call - Present at the meeting:
All Board members: Barbara Melvin, Dave Fish, Terry Jensen, Karen Leis, Jill Stoltz, Cathy St. John, and Aaron Nemec.                   
Also: News reporter Lonnie Muller, Public Works Manager Wayne Haugrud, Utility Clerk Greg Lawton, Police Chief Steve Palmer, and Clerk Kimberly Walker.     
              
2). Verification was given of meeting publishing in the La Farge Episcope, and of posting at the Farmers State Bank, La Farge Post Office, and Village Office on Wednesday, November 5, 2025.      
                 
3). Melvin moved, Jensen seconded to approve all the previous meetings minutes: (10-13-2025/Regular Village Board meeting; 10-21-2025/Finance and Personnel committee meeting; 10-27-2025/Parks, Grounds, Buildings, and Cemetery committee meeting; 10-27-2025/Streets and Utilities committee meeting; 10-27-2025/Police committee meeting; and 10-28-2025/Finance and Personnel committee meeting). (Carried).    
    
4). Correspondence: Received a $1,000 donation from the La Farge Lions Club to go towards the 4th of July Fireworks (for 2025).       
      
5). Public Comment: None.  
 
6). Utility business:  
**Greg reviewed the two types of water rate increases. The conventional is expensive and time
intensive. The simplified is more of an inflationary increase, set by the PSC, and we are eligible to apply again. It’s a 3% increase, compared to 4.1% last year. There’s very little time and cost to apply. We would apply in December, to be effective 2-1-2026. The Streets and Utilities committee recommended this rate increase, pending PSC approval. Jensen moved, Fish seconded to approve the 3% increase. (Carried).            
 
**The sewer, unlike water, is not regulated by the PSC, so we can set that increase. Our auditor has recommended previously to keep up with the small increases. The Streets and Utilities committee has recommended a 3% sewer increase, keeping up with the water increase. The effective date will also be 2-1-2026. Melvin moved, Stoltz seconded to approve the 3% sewer increase. (Carried).          

**The PSC has set the electric rate increase. It will be 11.67% and go into effect on December 1st. An insert will be put in with the next billing and will be posted on the website. The last increase was 9-29-2020.  
**The WWTP permit was approved and is good until 2030. 
**We passed the three-hour stack test on the generator for the DNR. There were some issues that need fixed. The turbo went bad, which will cost $13,492, and the air filter system needs updated, at $9,060. It is tagged out for now for generating.    
**The DOT highway project will let bids out April 14th. Construction will be soon after, from the Kickapoo River bridge through town to Hwy 33. All of Main Street will be paved, and curb and gutter work done on the North side, from Maple Street to Elm, and Oak to Cherry.   

7). Old Business: Greg gave an update on the Frontier Property Management complaint issue. Greg and Kim looked thru the ordinances to see where this would fall and sent the info to Attorney Swayne. She drafted a letter that demands voluntary Abatement of the public health nuisance. If the board approves this, she will send it out. It will also be posted in the trailer court. Fish moved, St. John seconded to move forward with this. (Carried).    
     




8). Assessor Barrett Brenner has given us an agreement for a market update revaluation. He has offered to take the 2026 market update revaluation fee of $11,900, and his 2027 and 2028 annual assessment maintenance fees of $5,300 each year (same as the current yearly rate) and divide those out for payment over three years for a cost of $7,500 per year. Jensen moved, Leis seconded to go with this agreement. (Carried).       

9). Leis moved, Stoltz seconded to approve the Animal Care Provider Agreement with the Driftless Humane Society for the year 2026, same fees as last year. (Carried). Cost is $250 for an initial fee in January and $200 for each dog brought in from us during the year, that is “unclaimed”.  
 
10). Police Chief Steve Palmer gave his monthly report.
**The new squad is in service. The board is welcome to look at it after the meeting. The old squad sold for $9,575 (from the WI Surplus auction).   
**Attended training courses over the last month, on Drug Conspiracy, Forensic Interview, and Internet crimes against children investigation. They are a big benefit.   
 
11). Committee Reports and Updates:   
**Nuisance Property: Jill said they’re meeting next week. People are complying with cleanup and vehicles.  
**Clinic: Dave commented the new flooring is to start to be put in this week.   
        
12). Melvin moved, Jensen seconded to convene into closed session, in accordance with Wisconsin State Statute’s section 19.85 (1)(c), to discuss personnel matters on compensation for the Village and Utility employees and create a new Administrative Assistant/Evidence Custodian position for the Police Department. (Carried). 
        		               	  ***CLOSED SESSION***

13). Jensen moved, Fish seconded to reconvene to open session and continue the meeting. (Carried).  
  
14). Jensen moved, St. John seconded to approve what was discussed in closed session for compensation for the village and utility employees for 2026 and approve the new Administrative Assistant/Evidence Custodian position. (Carried).  

15). Clerk Walker reviewed highlights of the proposed budget for 2026. The finance committee came up with a balanced budget of $791,238. This is an increase of $24,168 over the 2025 budget. No one had any questions. Jensen moved, St. John seconded to approve the 2026 proposed budget for publication and set December 1, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. for the Public Budget Hearing, with a special meeting to follow for adoption of the budget. (Carried).
 
16). Leis moved, Melvin seconded to approve payment of the bills. (Carried). 
             
17). Jensen moved, St. John seconded to adjourn. (Carried). Adjourned at 7:14 p.m.
     
                                                      Kimberly Walker, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
